
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

I joined South County Presenters Toastmasters Club in 2013 for the wrong reasons.  I was focused 
on finding potential clients for my business and I thought that this would be a great venue for 
Networking to increase my presentation skills.  At first, I didn’t take the opportunities to speak or other 
roles seriously.  I just wanted to meet as many people as I can to “pitch” my business.  It wasn’t till I 
was elected as a VPE that things started to be more serious and people counted on me to take on my 
new role and help others reach their goals.  I was still a newbie to Toastmasters when 1 month after 
being VPE, I became the President of the club due to unforeseen circumstances.  NOW, I was 
expected to show real leadership and focus on our members not just on myself.  People are depending 
on me to Step up my Game. I did and I’m proud to say that we were selected as “President’s 
Distinguished” that year. That is when my Toastmasters Journey took a different Turn in my Life.   I 
was hooked! 
 
I competed in every contest I could, visited as many clubs as I could and jumped into leadership at 
every opportunity.  This has become my new life.  One of which I’m proud. 
 
I served our country for 21 years in the Air Force where I traveled consistently around the world with 
ratings in 4 different career fields.  I’ve earned a Bachelors in Aviation and a Masters in Business 
while in the Military and a PhD in Psychology a few short years later after retirement. 
 
I’ve been able to use my Toastmasters Skills in other Leadership Positions as Commander of the 
American Legion, Post 56, Commander of the Disabled American Veterans, Chapter 82 as well as 
Serve in the Santa Maria Valley Honor Guard. 
 
I’m a Founder of Social Media Shows and GI-Connections and am active in my community.  I’ve had 
success as an Area and Division Director and am constantly encouraged to continue my 
Toastmasters Journey as I work on my 3rd DTM. 
 

My Focus is on People!  Leaders are Created by Great Mentors.  Toastmasters Creates Great 
Mentors. People Are Those Leaders… 

 
I appreciate your Ongoing Support and would be Humbled to be elected as our next  

District 33 Director. 

JOSEPH S. SKODA III, DTM For 
Higher Leadership   

2020-2021 District 33 Director 

TOASTMASTERS	ROCK!	


